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RESOURCES SECTOR — MINES SAFETY INSPECTIONS 

132. Hon JON FORD to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer the minister to his answer to question without notice 85 asked on Tuesday, 30 March 2010 by Hon Ed 
Dermer on my behalf. I now seek some specific information regarding the Perseverance mine operation. 

(1) How many times has this operation been inspected by the Resources Safety division of the Department 
of Mines and Petroleum between January 2009 and today? 

(2) How long was each of these visits and to what did the mine inspectors specifically pay attention? 

(3) How many mine employees were interviewed or assisted in these inquiries and what were their titles 
and/or positions? 

(4) In light of the high seismic activity reported in the Goldfields today, is the minister aware of any 
communication between the department and the operators of Perseverance mine? 

(5) If yes to (4), what was the nature of those communications? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Since 1 January 2009 the BHP Billiton Leinster Nickel Operations Perseverance mine has been 
inspected on 32 occasions by inspectors of the Department of Mines and Petroleum. 

(2) The number of inspections were: five for two days, 26 for one day and one for four days. These 
inspections covered a range of occupational health and safety matters, including general underground 
mining, geotechnical engineering, machinery safety and occupational health. 

(3) During site inspections, mining safety inspectors meet with relevant managers, supervisors and 
employees, including contractors. The persons spoken to depend upon the nature of the audit, inspection 
or complaint. Inspectors record the number of interactions with elected safety and health 
representatives. During these visits inspectors recorded a total of 33 separate discussions with elected 
representatives of the workforce. In addition, when possible, employees’ inspectors attend safety 
meetings on site, where they are able to have direct contact with the workers who attend these safety 
meetings. 

The department does not maintain records of all workers who are contacted during routine inspections. 
Only if a formal investigation is being conducted at any mine site is it normal practice that the name and 
position of the person being interviewed are recorded. 

(4)–(5) The district inspector contacted management at Perseverance mine on 20 April 2010—that is, today—
as part of the ongoing investigation into a recent fatal accident. The seismic activity that occurred 
earlier today was not related to mining-induced seismic activity associated with mining at the 
Perseverance mine. In accordance with the legislation, it is the responsibility of the registered manager 
of any mine to contact the department should there be any reportable safety incident. 

 


